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~!PROMPT10N' FOR PATRIOTISM 

Occidental's Hislo~y 
Of Plans and Promises 

By DON ENGDAHL In recommending the $100.000 be 
The remaining memorial in So- cut from the budget the seTA es· 

1I0ma County's 18·year·old program timated the population of O<!ciden· 
'. of stimulating patriotism )las been ta) at "about 150." 

left an einbarrassing number of Actually. the 1960 census didn't 
times at the budgetary altar. break population ·down to that 

Which is 'not to say there haven't small a unit, but in the 18 square 
.been a great many proposals. miles of tbe "enumeration district" 

The site is in Occidental, ~ com· containing Occidental the federal 
munity of some 400 SOUls, arid now nose-count.rs found 704 men, wom· 
another set of prelinrinary plans en, and children. 
~'e completed for a building es· Estimates from !!hat p'lace the 
tunated to cost $100,000. permanent population of the im· 

The f.irst set of plans were mediate Occidental area at from 
dra\yll in 1948 (aPout $65,000 was 300 to 400 persons. 
estimated as the cost then) and ' 
along the line ' " model was eveQ La.nd Purchased 
made of a ·tbirddesign. . To original ' road department 

The $l~,OOO . IS on hand, left In land owned by the county, super. 
this years county spending plans visors added about 'an acre in two 
m the face of some barsh words purchases-in 1948 'and 195s.:-at a 
from the .sonoma . County Taxpay· 40tal cost of $7,543. 
ers Association, among others. . The location is between East 

." - Staff Photo by Jonn LeBaron 

THE MEMORIAL THAT ALMOST WAS IN OCCIDENTAL . 
Now A Dusty Model In' County Memories The .~crA called the whole pro· Front st. and Bohemian Highway, 

'II'~ one of the most ndlCulous the parcel lying south of the Gra· 
..... m the hIstOry of the county, ton.Occidental rd. The Press Democrat that they'Jl suggested considering deletion, he incredible saga: The expanSion 
that has I)llIde us ilie laughing Always in the running among be ready for ' supervisorial scrutiny reacted with tbinlY'veiled ang"" to present memori!al facilities. 
a!l>\:k of the rest of the state." the ' shifting priorities for' memor. 'in the near future.. . the .effect that :v~ether the m... . Aside from repairs to the 

ials. Occidental kept drifting be. They meet, he saId, with tile ap' monal program IS a good one or burg dam and some of the 
hind Wltil it finally came out last. proval of the . Occidental veterans. not, the other communities have ings, there haven't yet been 

Except in planning and . land The latest pt'eliminary plans their "memorials" and Occidentail expenses in. improving the 
purchase. Official records' show a show an 82 by 40 foot building with is not to be left out in the cold. ials. 

I total of $9,776 of county tax money a 17·foot·wide porch all around it.. Whatever other Pa1'i:s Of the pro- . Countering fears in some 
has 'been spent so far on those In one end of the building .is a gram have produced bitter wran· that the memorializing 
two items for the project. 40 by 55·foot recreation. hall, with glesat the supervisorial level: One ~ue is the socio-political 

After the original set· of plans a kItchen, small meeting room, hasn't. The determination Iilat Oc· tion of the whole f'¥'!astic 
by arc'hitect Clarence Felcianostorage and rest rooms taking up, cidental is to be Iile end of the in official Sonoma Cfunty's 
were approved in 1948,~. one end of the building. program. career: 
clear unofficial system of super. V1l SIte, tne rustic· building There. is DO question that the i . 
visorial priqrities kept it in the would be flanked by .play and PIC' Expansion Trend "promptiOll of patriotism" was a 
background. ruc areas and a 33-car parking lot, But· some observers, see in the strong fac40r ' in the- initiation of 

Then-seven years later _ the WIth a playfleld deSlgnate.d 'as the $61,000 Healdsburg inezhorial ex. the program; thCl'B was a corn
board asked the Planning Commis. site of a future swnn pool and pansion a possible precedent of I\lunity desire to memorialize the 
sion for a recommendation on the bathhouse. something that might continue !hiE sacrifices of those who took part 
memorial idea at Occidental. . . ' ill the Second World War. ( 

The planners came up witil a How Soon? But on]y,. one supervisor is Ie!! ; 
recommendation to build and in. What are the chances of super· of that ongmal fIve; the remainder I 

cluded a staff.produced s~t af plans visors aftually building ? the ,Oc· : merely inherited a program that: 
and a model of the multi-purpose cldental building th,S year. was underway. 
auditorium proposed on the site. A reVIew of the history shows I . And once a program lJad started, I 

Supervisors adopted the. some- ·that ~ts always been shunted asJde, .the ,mter·commumty JealOUSIes and 
what-after.the.fact recommendation but now there ar e no other me· i I'1val1'les were more than strong 
in December of 1955. ' morial consbruction projects in ! !"'ou15h to keep it rolling and were. 

line- unless some aggressive plan· .. ~ufficiently st1'ong to keep the suo 
New Plans rung and llSe is made of tile new pervisots~ even if they had had an 

Thr I
- be Healdsburg land (if It 15 legally terest 111 such a move from 

.. , ee years ater, In Novem r acquired L . ,htoppiri it. ' 
<f ,~~8, th~y as~d Mr. ~el~l~o The SCTA suggestion this year F Wheter those rivalries will keep · 
~ . p ou an" er set pans. that the OCCidental proposal be . ;the .program on the increase reo 

'" ""'pw completed the prelim· dropped (at a saving "f better than maim!· to be seen. 
'P' ,Slgus on that, and has to!d 13 cents on the tax r ate) met with 

- VIgorous oppOSItion from Supervi' Tomorrow: The Headless Mon· 

Sal' E. .J. (Nm) Gwdotti, in whose [·,sjile .. rii' iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii;i;;;iiiiiiiiiiii-io 

I district the " memnrial would' be- ' U;. I 

I
b\lilt. . , 

~When another . hoard member ~ :NEW -SUND, 
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0ccidenlal's lilistory
0l Flans and Promises

By DON ENGDAfiL 1 In recommending the g100,000 be
The remaining memorial in So-lcul from the burlget the SCTA es-

loma Co@fy:s 18-yea-old progrmltimted the population of odciden.
. of stimulating patriotism has beenl tal at ,.abouf rso.',
left an embarrassing number ofl Achraly, the 1960 census didn,t
tirnes at tle budgetary altar. lbrek population down to thatnes ai tie budgetary a.ttar. I brsk populatjotr down t0 that

Which is uot ro say tlere.haven'Clsmll a uit, but in the 18 square
been a $eat many proposals. lmiles of tbe ,,enumeration distiict"

The sii€ is in occidenta.l, g com-lcoltaining Occidental ttre federal
munity of some 4fi) souls, and nowlnosmountus foud ?M meu, wom.
auother set of preliminary plmslen, and children.

;

ale con.pleted for a building es.l Estrmates from &rat place thetimatedtocostgloo,o0o. lpermanent population of the im-The fust set of plaos were{mediate Ociidental area at lrom&l*.b. 1948 labout $65,000 vaslroo to 4$ persons.
estimated as the c,ost then) ardl
along the line a model was ever;l Land pnrchaserl
uade of a third design. I fo original road depatmat
l':rlg,ry.i.-_"1 Lrg,_t"t1lilr*a o*& ty tr," .,otil,op*_

Sl.y"g.' county spending pt "-l"i*, "j,r.almi,t ,i'l.i,l i]fi"h tlrc face of some harsh wordslpurcbases_in isas ;d igis_rl "&om the .sonoma. County Taxpay-li6;a;J"f ;;;;.
€rs Associaiion, among othus.! .tNlJ@u@, mong ouss. I The locatiot is between EastThe SCTA called flre whole pro-ln,^"r c+ .nd p^L^h;.- Ei-L-,^,.
tram "one of the most

st. a.!d Bohemia! Highway,

THE MEMoRIAL Trrar ALMosr wAs rN occlD;iiil;l'obv John Lesaron

Now A Dusty Model ldCounty Memories

The Press Democrai that ihey'll
be ready for supervisorial scrutiny

... . in irhe historu cf the
tlai has msde L theIgL_ los qEw G ure raugugl Always in the rmin{ amonsiDe ready IOr super
rtockof theresiof thestate." ltfr" ,rriti"g pri.riti", t.t**rilittthenearfu,tue..

OcciUeutal kept drilting te.l ttrey meet, he said., with *re ap-
rultil it finally came ouilast.lPjgYal oJ the occidBntal veterans.

Except in planning and 1"o61 The latesrt preliminary plans

'"se. Official records show rlsbow at 82 by 40f0oi bu.ildilg witb
of $9,??6 of coutrty tax moneyla l7'foot'wide porch all tround it.

has been spent so far on tAosul ! one 9nd d the building is a
two item for ttre projml 140 by ss'lbot .recreation hall, with

After tle original"set U dasl1 kitchen,,smal meoting-.room,
by uchitet ilaence Felcianolstorage and restl,oorns taking uq
ww approved jn 194s, tJrc rfi-loil€eddof &€b"ilding'

their "memorials" md Occidmtaillexperoe5 in improviine the memtr-'is not to be lefl. out in tre cold-lia]s.
Whatev€r otler pal{s od ihe pro- | Comttring fffirs in sme ci{rles

grm have produced bifrrr wan-lthat ttre nemorializing night con-
Sies a,t the supervismial level, ore | tinue is tle soci+political explana- |

hasn't. Tbe determina,tim eat Oc-itioo of the whole falfu*ic episode]
cidenial is to be tfrs sd of tilelinofficialsonoma$unty'suevml)prc8lam" lcareer: ll

lpsvi$ors, even if tlrey had had
linterest in such a move, tr
litopping it.
'f Whetiher those ilv.lriar u;tt L

visorial priorities kept it in ttreltouo 0e rlailreo^iy phy,and ?rc'l Erpansion Trentl
background. Jt-c-"reas ed a- 33-car parking lot'l But some ob,ssvere e
visorial priorities kept it in ttreltouo 0e rlailreo^iy phy,and ?rc'l Erpansion Trenrl l"pmnptiom of pa;triotivn" ros albackground. Jt-:,""*:-,3.1 T":"pt"Fgl9'l But some obssvens.see;o 6olstons facior'in &sindtia,tim ofl'

Thepsevea years la{er - r-uu]Yiih a"pla4reld desigrated as tnelg5l[*'tul4il;;-;;;fi fflae progrm; tlers r* l-"*t-
boa'd asked the Plmning commisl]11-,ar a luttue sum Pool edlpansion a possibie precedent ollmruiW desire to memsialize the
siou for a recommendation on flre ] 

Pamouse' 
liomettrirg dr"t *lght 

"onrtinu" 
this I 

sasifices of those who toolc pat

the pucel lyitg scqth of the Gra.
tm.Occidental rd.

New Plds

a.oeng 1l' !o question that th€ll
"pmnpliom of pa;triotisrn', ros al
sbong facior'in &+indtia,tim of I'the progrm; ther.s was a cmn- |muiff desire to memsialize thel
sasificos of those who toolc nat I

iu the Ssond Wdd Wa. l,
Bu.t onJy one supervisor is leftl;

of dral origiml five; the remainder l,
mcely.inherited a program thatl:
wtr wderuay. l-

And once a program had stated, i I
the inter-community jealousies and I 

t
rivaldes w€re more tha snonsl
enough to keep ir rolling *O *"Jl
suffiiiently strong to keeo the su-l
psvi$ors, even if tlrey hacl had an I

fnterest in such a move, homl
ptrpping it. if Whetrher those rivalries will kmo I

the progrm on *a ina1g25s 1s'-]
YFFinr to be seen. 

I

,*llro*o*' 
The Headtess Mon-l

cltr unoflicial system of super-l T.1h'-he.rustrc-mott bu!
visorial priuities kent it in'rl.lwould be flanked by play and

1&€re is !o question that thalj

memorial ide at Oeeidenial.

auditorium p"po*a on til"'"it l.e J"u,gt of .the bislory,strowsi And once a program had$;;#H;;rJ*l'"*#-lp,ti,t"aiyerlbensmqi*0",i lmeinter-coilun?ty 
j",G;;#l'

what.affer-ihe-Jact ^recomanlation 
I 
but now there are no otier me- | j rivabies were more tha

in December of rcss. lmorial _ conshuction pmjeots il ] 1 
€trough to keep it rolling ild

.lne-udess some aggressive plau-
ning end ss. js mdde of the new

l',,infi*tr J;";;',i,*u.#; ; ;:

The plmers came up with al ,.- H:ws:oD? | r1t only one supervisor is leftli
recommendation to build, and in-i .lyhat are trte chmces of super- lof thal origiml five; tle remainderJ,
cluded a staff.produced se't of pla. I 

vi:or-s .a:tL+y building the . oc- 
| 
mcely .intrerited a program that l:

and a model of the multi_p*posel cid{t:I buildilg this yqr? l** wderuay. L

Three yeus larer, in NovemberilH$b:tg land (iJ jit is ]egallvl li"*t":, y *.u "'rou..--Lom
-! 1988, they asked Mr. Fet.ianol"t3P"9]' I lbtolping il
y 

"rhip out aor]]er ser "f DlmiJ' Tl:,ryT suggesrion tbis yearl :i. vftef,her those rivalries wiu kecp
r\uluP oul anomer set ot plans. 

I rhat the Occide'ital proposalY rrow cornpleted tie orelim-l^\ . _ _, dropped (at a €ving of betts .;.1,::Ttr""lP-Tj.y-e|3;la,"pp"ar;t;;;,il#; iihe progrm on tfie irrcrease rel
^s :-,_ ---'li""l- *-,!'--'",l(llopped (at a €ving ot betts ttrill msir! to be seen.'r_rst8ryg ttral, ed has toldi3 ctrts on the tax;ate) met withl

ll sor E. .J. (Nin) Guidoiti, ir whose I l8Er. _
district ths'.memmial would
b-ra,lt.

When anothu board rnsrnbe

the effect that wbeth€r &e me.l Aside from retairs to
morial program is'a gmd on" orlb*g d;-;J:"r"-;

.N[W SUND


