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Liscum, crulirman of the Santa Rosa Veter
ans MemorfaI Monument Group. 

Liscum, who servedin·the Marine Corps 
during the Vietnam War, said it might be 
prudent in Santa Rosa to "fmd another loCa
tion and actually build· another veterans 
hall." 
. The eounty report states that the Santa 

Rosa Veterans Memorial Building, built in 
1950, requires $12 million for repairs and 
renovation, including seismic retrofitting, 
heating and ventilation improvements and 
a sound system upgrade. An additional $7 
million would be required to upgrade the 
other seven veterans balls in Cloverdale, 
Cotati; GuerneVille, Petaluma, Sonopta, Se,
bastopol and Occi~ental. 
. With the exception.ofthE'l hall in Occiden
tal; all the buildings are being used by local 
veterans groups. 
. "I see it as. a place where all veterans or
ganizations can have a home," said Hattie 
Stone, a past post commander of the Ameri
can Legion Post 21 in Santa Rosa. 

Stone served stateside in the Navy dpr
ing W6rld War n ~ a communications su
pervisor at the former HutchiI!son Naval 
Air Station in Karisas. 

She said she knows that the buildings 
represent a fi.Iilincial burden, but that local 
;veterans are owed at least a place to meet 
for having risked their lives in defense of 
thecoun~, • 

"Many young men left their dreams of 
the future righi"there on the battlefield and 
many of thel11 c~e l>ack with broken bod
ies," Stone said. . 

Any talk of tearing down the Santa Rosa 
building should ·include building "some
thing · smaller or whatever they could get 
for their $12 million or less," she said. 

Jim Nagy, a Sebastopol n~tive who was a 
Navy gunner serving aboard a merchant 
marine sh,ip in the South ' Pacific during 
World War IT, said state law guarantees 10-
eal veterans groups be given a memorial

.~ or place w!l~ they can me~t. 

I "It kind Of DUlkes me feel bim, ' beCause 
our veterans don'fget enough as it is," said 
Nagy. "I think they should be kept if at .all 
possible, whether it would cost mon~y or 
not." . 

Nagy, who said he is battling lung can
cer, said veterans have given so much that 
they "sbould have their due." 

Sonoma County Supervisor Tim Smith, 
who represents much of Santa Rosa, said 
that's exactly w:pat the county is trying to 
do. He said the recent report was a "hard
core examination" of what it WOuld cost to 
overhaul the · buildings and that supervi
sors are united in trying to tighre out how 
to operate them more efficiently. 

".we are certainly looking to irihl!e the sit
uation better, not worse," &nitlisAtd. "And 
there's absolutely no consiiIei-atibn of de
molishing or aban4on~~~ . . ~ 
loo"kforwaid to working With vet~ ap.d 
the community to iilalte'smthat we've got 
facilities that we can all be proud of f9r 
years to come." 

The county report speculates that the 
eight-acre Santa Rosa Memorial Building 
site could be converted to fairgrounds use 
or be a potential 'Site for a minor league 
baseball stadium. ~ 

And Smith on Tuesday had noted that 
the property is "in. a lP"eat location" that 
cOtUd attract priv:ate developers. 

Smith said Wednesday that the County 
parks department will be scheduling meet
ings on the matter soon and that the super
visors will also hold "many meetings" to 
discuss the report; 

Robert Safreno, . secretary treasurer for 
the Sonoma· County United Veterans Coun
cil, an umbrella group'for local veterans or
ganizations, saj.d hi~ organization just re
ceived the repor.t,and hasn't had time to.re-
view it.. r. 

Safreno'said local veterans :want to keep 
their buildings but the cost associated with 
mairitaining the buildings isa. real isSue. 

"We're );lj:ghly concerned about it but 
none ofus can afford to maintain them," he ' 
~d. . ~ 


