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Brlna Cimino, center left. a Marla Carrillo High School senior, dances with Kyle Suriow, a Montgomery lIigh School senior. at the Nordquist Dance Club on 
Saturday at the Santa Rosa Veterans Memoriaillali. Dance students from around the county use the building once a week. . 

Money woes for veterans' halls 
rev.enl:les from users' fees 

at 8 Sonoma County facilities 
By KERRY BENEFIELD 

THE PRESS DEl\IOCRAT 

F
or 35 years,.Marilyn 
~mith has taught Balkan 
dancing at the Veterans 
Memorial Hall in Santa 

, Rosa. 
The sound system is so bad in 

the Lodge Room of the 55-year-old 
structure on Maple Avenue that 
she usually-brings her own stereo 
and rigs a microphone up to a 
speaker. But the wood floor is 
pristine and the staff is efficient 
and knows ber when she calls, 
sbe said. -

"!love the Vets building," she 
said. 

But with Slipping attendance 

Above, a flea market takes up most of the 
parking lot at the Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial 
Hall. At right. Steve Fox. left. of Santa Rosa and 
David Greenfell of Petaluma talk war game 
strategy at the Cotati Veterans Hall. 

and a perennial revenue short
fall, county offici.a1s are con
cerned about ilie ability to main
tain the county's eight veterans' 
memorial and cOmmunity build
ings while keeping them afford
able lor classes, shows and low-

cost parties. 
Those who _use the facilities say 

they can't afford to go elsewhere_ 
Private halls ana wineries can 

charge thousands of dollars an 
hour_ The toprate among veter
ans' bUildings is for the main au-

ditorium in Santa Rosa, which 
rents for $86 an hour. 

And that's the commercial rate. 
A noncommercial group can rent 
that same room for $66. 

"Our main custo1)lers are non
TURN TO IIAU.$. PAGE 86 

~~Our main customers are nonprofits ... If you have 
buckets oj money, you are going to go to one of the fine wineries. " 

SABRINA SPEAR, Sonoma County public fadlities manager 
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But keepin1lliifig;A afrord' :::, ":'
able has its price.
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