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County's veteranrbuildings t *':1"-:f:.,@burl*ting ;The SantaiRosa:Veterans Mimorial Building i! listed in pbor c0ndition
while the seven other community halls are considered to be in fair to
good condition, according to an e)densive county report

Old veterans halls fading

-t-I

County looking to unload, ,

shift focus for often-used,
but money-losing. buildings

By BTEYS W. RosE
THE PR€SS DEMOCRAT

ff--lhe Santa Rosa Veterans
I Memorial Building and
I seven other prominent

-l' county-ownedbui.ldings
will be put up fqr grabs followirrg
a decision Tuesday by supervi-
sors to examine tleir furure.

The agirrg buildings, which a:e
freqqently rented out for social

. events and'group actirrihes, coqltl
be sold for housing developments
,or tEmed into comqunity service
c€nters.

I The Santa Rosa Veterans Me-
morial Building mighl be re-

:: placed by a baseball.stadium.: I ltre cities il Sebastopol artd
Clov€rdale are:eyging acquisition' of vdteraris buildiugs in tleir
tow]ls.

. lfacilities.inPetalumaand' Cotati sit in residential areas, '

making them attractive for pri-
vate ilevelopment of more hous:
ing, ,.- Those dre some ideas tossed
out.i*an extensive assessment of
thedrteiisatingstaleoLsolrn&-
owaed buildings conducted by

' the ofiicials with the regional -

parks and general services delnrt-
ments. Alrnost 4,700 events occur
at these buildings, attracting
352,000 people annually.

Veterans groups, which are
guaranteed a memorial under.
state law, have Iong been aware
that rental fees have not kept
paie with rising maintenance,
costs, said Peter Cameron, execu-

r, tive direstor of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America.. ':We are aware of.the issue and
we can understanal the cost fac-
tor;" Cameron said.. "The issue of
the mounting costs remains the
same whether you shift it to the
county or the state or have a uon'
profittake it over."

Veterrns may be reluctant to
give up access to the bulldings,
which they booked for nearly
1,000 meetings in the 2003'2004 fis-
cal year, and. may oppose the
county's proposals, Cameron
said.

"There is a strong feeling about l

the emotional aspect of havrng a
memoria.I declicated to their ser-
vice," he said.

'supervisor Tim Smith, a Viet-
nam War veteran, said the coun-
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ty is ready to decide whether it
should unload any or ali of rhe
buildlngs to no,lprofit agPn-
cies" cjtics oi privaie develop-
ers that are befrer Positioned
to maintain them,

Eut s0uth c0wlty SuPervisor
Milre Kerns wa:'ned that seil-
ing the buildings would create
e ho.le in sorne commLnil LeS.
The Pelalrrnra Veierens Build'
ing. he noted, is tlre largesr in-
door venue of its kind in town
and it often gets used by non:
proiir agencies ftr i.md-raising
CvCntS.

"These buiidings are ertra
ift portsnt to'theoe com5nu.ni-
ries." Kerns saii.
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. ,:ll-e'status of Sorioma Courrty's
. ,.veibrans memorlal buildings:

'ffim&',;1Li1,,9l#
',6uilt 1950

.' Cdrdilion: Poor
.',*Apair rost $'1 i.9 rnillioi'r
. Pussibl{: {uturr: ecse:

,: Easdball stadium, fairgounds
expan$on

&l#iliii.!:.'.r jit;S.'{;j;,it

Sqil* 1 959' {ondition: fair' r R*pair csst $3.2 million
,. Passibl* ust: {r:mlnunity: seryi(o center. hou6ing

.'::ffi€**allii::liil*jFi*:d
..:.,Fiil* 1958
'. :,Condition: lah .

:,Repair tost: $1.8 miilion
;.1'Pgssible u;e: City fiay bLY it

W$#r,iriJ&$W:.!i
''Euilt.1952
. ionditionlGood

Repair cost $400!00' Possible use: City nnight buy
, . il conv€ntiofl center

ffi;ffi$-'*

Mcst of rhe eight buildings
ar c a half.ccntury olci and have
become financid albatrosses,
according to ilre county repott
Ii wor.rid iosi {i19 rnillion to re-
pair them, including $12 mil-
lion dor a major overhaui oftle
Santa Rosa Veterans Brrilding.

?he 5?-year"old Santa nosa
facility is in such poor condi'
iion thai it isn't worth renovat'
rng, the reporl concludes. The
cost offixing the building is
more than haifthe cost ofre-
placing ii.

"The package of work that
needs to be done is quite expen-
sive and there is no identifi.
al':, . :-.:qrce of funding for it "'
::..,:i, .dobert liambak, county ar-
Lailect.

: lir B-acre iiarcel could be
.iar!.ii used for Iairgr-ou-nds
evcrlr-- or for a ba-.eball stadi-
unr. a.:cording lo lhe report.
$everal grou$s have expressed
interest m erecling a mjxor-
league basebali stadium in the
area, ihe report noted.

The Santa Rosa Veterans
Building is located "in a great
place" that nright attract devel-
opers, said Smith, who repre-
sents most ofthe central coun-
:y.

As many as 2B vet€rans orga-
nizations use most ol ihe facili
ties on a regrilar basis and
they are expected to play a mar
jor role in deciding the iate of
the builciings, which were built
as memoriatrs to their rnilitary
scry!ce.

Under the Calilornia Mili-
tary 3nd Veterans Code, t}e
co'auty can't change the use of
veterans buiidingi unless it ei-
ther dedicates a substihrte facil-
i{y, gains veterans ass0ciation
apprcvatr or veterans groups
abandon the tacility, as they ve
done in Guernevilie.

About a quarter of bookings
at the buildings are ior official
bueiness meetings of veterans.
Nearly half of all bookings are
by ionpiofit agencies looking
for event space. Abotrt 230
groups use the buildings on a
regular basis, mosfly n0nprofit
groups raising money for pro-
grarns for seniors, youth or.ed-
L',sation programs.

R.ussian R.iver area veterans
groups have apparently aban-
dcned use oItnc Guerneville
bui"ldi-ng, allowing the couniy
to proceed lvilh negotiations
with tile West Counry Comn1u-
nity Services agency for leas-
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You can reach Sl$ff Writer
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iig part pf that facility. W'eoi
county Supervisor Mike Reilly
said use of the Guerneville
building for the agency's social
services programs could be:
come a mqalel for use of ot?rer
veterans buildings.

"Let's not be rnarried to a
particrdar facility or locat'ion,"
Reiily said.


